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Epilogue: Looking Ahead
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The United States needs to be ;
reimagined. What it has been doing for
the past several decades has not worked
for the majority of its people. A huge
and growing segment of the American
population has been left out of full !
participation in the society as a result of ]
joblessness, underemployment, !
inadequate education, and political and
economic inequality. Opportunities of all ’

kinds have been constrained. The great
promise of America, which had always
viewed itself as a vibrant, upwardly
mobile, fair, and just society, has been
undermined by the self-inflicted wounds ‘
of near-perpetual warfare, irresponsible - :
and grotesquely exploitive economic

behavior, and political dysfunction. N
There was no reason this had to happen.

There was nothing inevitable about it.
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DRAMA {drah-muh} noun. any situation or series of events
a

a &
having vivid, emotional, conflicting, or striking interest P v
or results. the quality of being dramatic. le nte 0
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P EOPLE’'S HISTORY

i\ Efforts to recuperate artists who were

victims of prejudice might be seen as
through the age S special pleading. Would the music of the
historically oppressed—whether the
composers are Jewish, Black, or female—
compel our attention if we knew nothing

of their struggles? Aren’t we rewriting
history to compensate for past misdeeds?

Terrell Grice
@TERRELLGRICE

Grice, an R&B singer and
host of The Terrell Show,
showcases his knowledge
of music for more than
1.4 million YouTube
subscribers. In 2025, his
guests included Cynthia
Erivo, Halle Bailey, and
Lizzo. —Rachel Brodsky

culturally
curious.
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